
Manland Primary School Newsletter
Friday 19th December 2025

Diary Dates
Date Event

Monday 5th

January 2026
School Closed – Inset Day

Tuesday 6th

January 2026
Children return to school

Tuesday 6th

January 2026
Reception NHS Screening 
assessment

Tuesday 6th

January 2026
After-school clubs start this 
week

Tuesday 13th 
January

Year 5 Residential parent 
information morning at 
9.00am (approx.
9.45am finish) 

Thursday 15th 
January

Year 3 first swim back Spring 
term

Mr Comer, Headteacher

Dear Parents and Carers,

Manland Values Award

Manland Values Award

Best wishes,

Kleio comes into school everyday with an enormous smile and greets 
her friends warmly. She gets along with everyone and will help and 
encourage other members of the class when needed. She settles quickly, 
working with others to complete the morning work.  Her learning 
behaviours are phenomenal and she is a role model. 

It has been wonderful to watch her confidence grow with her reading 
and phonics this term, she is going from strength to strength. She 
knows her sounds, is able to segment and blend and is reading books 
with short sentences. We are equally impressed with her writing. 
We know that she will continue to build on her achievements as she 
continues through the school. 

Stanley is a good friend to those around him. He is fair and honest and 
always quick to offer a helping hand to both staff and children.  
Stanley has a passion for learning and we have seen this recently in the 
riddle he wrote about space.  Stanley also researched and wrote a 
fantastic poem about a Minotaur beetle when learning about myths!  
Stanley has a wealth of knowledge about science and he shares this 
with his classmates.  His curiosity sparks thoughtful questions, his 
enthusiasm inspires classmates, and his eagerness to share what he 
knows enriches everyone’s learning experience. 
By contributing ideas, exploring new concepts, and encouraging a love 
of discovery, Stanley helps make school a more exciting and engaging 
place for all.  Stay curious, Stanley! You are an inspiration to us all!

We are finally at the end of term and I would like to say a huge well 
done to all the children in school. They have worked incredibly 
hard over the last 14 weeks and made fantastic progress in their 
learning. Their curiosity and love of learning is genuinely amazing 
and they have achieved so much already this year. 

I would also like to extend my thanks to you as parents for being so 
supportive of our school and for  the contribution you make to 
ensure our school community is such a warm and welcoming place 
to be.

On a personal note, can I say thank you to all the parents and 
carers for their very generous gifts. Although very unnecessary, 
they are very much appreciated. 

I am already looking forward to the spring term and to seeing you 
all again for what promises to be another busy and enjoyable term.

I wish you all an enjoyable Christmas and a peaceful New Year.



Empowering children to lead fulfilling lives 

Manland Certificate Board

Manland Certificate Board



Spotlight on Nativity

Our new Pupil 
Parliament

Wow!  What a performance!  Well done to our Year 2 
class for their fantastic performances of Hey Ewe this 
week!  Ably supported by our angels from Year 1 and 
our kings and queens from Reception class, Year 2 sang, 
acted and danced brilliantly.  Well done and thank you 
to everyone in Reception, Year 1 and Year 2!  



Spotlight on Nativity

Our new Pupil 
Parliament



Spotlight on Reading

Our new Pupil 
Parliament

Winter Reads
1 November 2025 – 31 January 2026

Complete 6 fun challenges through the winter months for a chance to win prizes, including an 
iPad! Sign up for the challenge at your local library.

Winter Reads is a series of exciting reading challenges and events for all ages, taking place 
across Hertfordshire libraries until the end of January.

You can either work through the challenges set by Herts libraries or change them to suit you.

Here’s how it works:

Pick up your challenge 
materials from your local 
library. 

Adults get a Winter Reads 
bookmark. Children receive 
a Winter Reads challenge 
card.

Complete and record your 
challenges on your 
bookmark or challenge card.

Return to your local library to get a stamp or sticker for each completed challenge. 
Once you finish 6 challenges, you’ll be entered into our prize draw to win an iPad 
(plus other fantastic runners-up prizes).

As well as being a great way to explore new books, authors and genres, Winter Reads 
is a brilliant opportunity to read together as a family or with friends.

Get Caught Reading

We know it's a little while away yet, 
but to coincide with World Book Day 
in March, we'll once again be holding 

our 'Get Caught Reading' 
competition.

Don't forget to take a book with you 
on your travels this Christmas - who 

knows where you'll get caught 
reading?!



Spotlight on Christmas Lunch

On Thursday, pupils enjoyed a wonderful Christmas 
Lunch, courtesy of the hardworking kitchen team from 
Herts Catering Ltd.  It was a feast!

A big thank you, also, to the HSA, who provided every 
child with a Christmas cracker during lunch!  The 
children loved them!



Spotlight on Christingle

Our new Pupil 
Parliament

A special thank you and well done to our Year 6 readers –
Will, Audrey, Charlie, Eliza, Jude, Matthew, Camille 

and Ava

On Wednesday we held our annual Christingle Service.  The children sang beautifully 
and really put us all in the Christmas spirit!

Thank you to Rev’d Sally Goodson who came along to speak to us about Christingle 
and well done to class representatives who presented the Christingles so well: Oscar 
(Year 6), AJ (Year 5), Petros (Year 4), Olivia L (Year 3), Riley (Year 2) and 
Florence (Year 1). 

Year 5 - It was 
on a starry 
night

Reception –
Little Donkey

Year 6 – In the 
bleak midwinter

Year 2 –
Silent Night

Year 4 – While 
Shepherds Watched

Year 3 – We Three 
Kings

Year 1 – Away in a 
Manger



Pantomime

Year 1 “It was SO 
romantic!”

Year 5 “The jokes 
were really funny 
especially the cow”

Year 3 “Costumes and 
backdrops were 

amazing”

Reception “The fairy 
had a really sparkly 
costume”

We had a fantastic time at the Harpenden Pantomime last week.  A big thank you to all the parents and 
carers who accompanied us and to the HSA for the interval snack and drinks!

Year 2 “I loved 
singing to the songs”

Year 6 “Mr 
Winchester being 
picked on was really 
funny”

Year 4 “I laughed so 
much and loved the 
songs”



Empowering children to lead fulfilling lives 

Christmas Jumper Day

It was Christmas Jumper 
Day in school on 

Thursday 11th December!  
Everyone looked so 

festive!



Victoria Collins MP visit 

Empowering children to lead fulfilling lives 

Last week, our local MP - Victoria Collins - visited our school! Victoria was greeted by Anna and 
Sammy (our Prime Minister and Deputy Prime Minister) who conducted a tour of 
Manland. Victoria met with our Pupil Parliament, who wanted to raise some local issues: road 
safety at home times and rubbish collection along Sauncey Avenue. Having consulted their 
classes, our class MPs expressed their opinions articulately and have agreed to write to Victoria 
to press their concerns further. This was followed by a whole-school assembly, during which 
Victoria shared a 'day in the life' as an MP and held a Q&A. Children asked thoughtful questions 
such as:
• What's the hardest thing about being an MP?
• Why did you want to become an MP?
• How do you become an MP?
As always, children represented our school excellently - we're extremely proud of our MPs!



Empowering children to lead fulfilling lives 

Family Lives – Herts 
Parenting Groups

Family Lives are delivering the below 5 online parenting groups, funded by Herts County Council, in 
the Spring term for parents/carers who live in Hertfordshire.

Their programmes provide support, information and resources to parents/carers and adult family 
members so they can help their child reach their full potential as well as access to the wraparound 
support provided by our helpline, live chat and website.

The programmes taking place next term include:

Less shouting More Co-operation
Tuesday 20 January to 3 March - 7pm to 9pm
Or
9 February to 23 March 2026 - 9.45am to 11.56am

Bringing Up Confident ADHD/ASD Children
Friday 23 January to 6 March
9.45am to 11.45am

Getting on with Your Pre-Teen/Teenager
Tuesday 3 February to 17 March 2026
7pm to 9pm

Dads Together
Wednesday 4 February to 18 March 2026
7pm to 9pm

To book a place please click here Referral Form for Family Lives Herts Parenting Groups and 
Workshops for their online referral form.

You can also email services@familylives.org.uk or call them on 0020 4522 8701 / 204 522 8700 for 
more information.



Spotlight on Design and Technology

The Year 6s rounded off their D&T project by making some amazing burgers on Monday 15th 
December! With some expert tips and advice from a top London Chef, the children became 'chief 
choppers' as they created their own salad before making their hamburger patties to accompany it. 
Once the cooking had been done (and after the very valuable lesson of how to clear up!), the 
children grabbed their rolls as well as condiments to sit down and devour their lunch. A highly 
successful, enjoyable and tasty morning! One that has prepared the children just in time for 
Christmas day (both helping and clearing up!!!).

A huge thanks to our Chef, Mrs Read and Ms Chan for all their help during the morning!



Safeguarding

We have a Safeguarding Team in school. 
If you ever have a concern about a child, 

please speak to:
Mr Comer, Miss Noonan or Mrs Kemp or 

email them at 
safeguarding@manland.herts.sch.uk

Attendance

Our whole school attendance for the 
last two weeks is  97.1%  

Keep it up everyone!  

Empowering children to lead fulfilling lives 

Poppy Appeal

A huge well done to our Year 6 pupils who 
sold poppies to raise funds for the Royal 

British Legion in November.  They raised a 
total of £167.60!  What a fantastic 

achievement.

Thank you to everyone who supported the 
appeal



Empowering children to lead fulfilling lives 

Safeguarding



Scouting – Harpenden 10th

Empowering children to lead fulfilling lives 

The Harpenden 10th currently has 3 spaces in their  Cub 
pack for the Spring term 2026. Places are available for 
children who have already turned 8 years old.

They meet on Thursdays from 6.30pm to 8.00pm at:

10th Harpenden Scout Group
Crabtree Fields
Waldegrave Park
Harpenden
AL5 5SF

If any children are interested in joining, please email: 
akelaswift@gmail.com
And also copy in:  harpendenwaitinglist@gmail.com

If they get more interested families versus places then 
they will keep your details on the waiting list. 

Lucas Ho from year 5 
had attended ABRSM 
practical piano 
examination Grade 3 on 
20/11 during school 
time. He passed the 
examination with merit.

Congratulations Lucas!

We would like to 
say thank you so 
much to the Budd 
family for 
donating a 
blackboard to the 
school.

Reception are 
very excited to use 
it!

Pupil NewsThank you


