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Religious Education Intent 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Reception Show interest in the lives of the people around 
them 
Talk about significant events in their own lives 
Know what makes them unique 
Talk about own family customs, celebrations and 
routines  
Talk about themselves 
 
 
What are Christians celebrating at Christmas? 

Talk about own family customs and what they enjoy about 
them 
Talk about themselves and what makes them the same 
and different to others 
Chn can tell others about differences between themselves 
and others 
Understand that different families have different 
traditions  
 
Ultimate questions – how did God make the world and 
us? 
What are Christians remembering at Easter? 

Chn know that people have different beliefs, 
attitudes, customs and traditions 
Chn know why it is important to treat everyone with 
respect 
 

Year 1 Our Wonderful World    
Beliefs and 
practises/symbols and 
actions 

 
To understand beliefs 
and teachings: by 
describing some of the 
teachings of a religion 
(creation stories); by 
describing some of the 
main festivals or 
celebrations of a 
religion (harvest). 
 

Festivals of light- 
Beliefs and 
practises/symbols 
and actions 
 
To understand beliefs 
and teachings: by 
describing some of the 
main festivals or 
celebrations of a 
religion (Christmas, 
Hannukah, Diwali). 
 
 
 

New Beginnings  

Identity and belonging/ 
Beliefs and practises 
To reflect: by identifying 
the things that are 
important in their own 
lives and comparing these 
to religious beliefs 
(belonging). 
 
To understand beliefs and 
teachings: by describing 
some of the main 
celebrations of a religion 
(baptism, Hindu naming 
ceremony). 
 
 

What is prayer and 
worship? Easter Surprises 
Prayer, worship and 
reflection/ beliefs and 
practises 

 
To understand practices 
and lifestyles: by 
recognising, naming and 
describing some religious 
artefacts, places and 
practices (E.g rosary beads, 
palm cross, bible, hymn/ 
prayer book). 
 
To understand how beliefs 
are conveyed:  by naming 
and explaining the meaning 
of some religious symbols 
(palm leaves, hot cross 
buns, cross, Easter 
eggs/chicks). 
 

Special Stories  
Sources of Wisdom 

 
Sacred texts -To 
understand practices 
and lifestyles: by 
recognising, naming 
and describing some 
religious artefacts and 
practices (Bible, Torah 
and Qur’an). 
 
Faith stories - To 
understand beliefs and 
teachings: by 
describing some of the 
teachings of a religion.  
 

Taking Responsibility  

Human responsibilty 
and values/ Ultimate 
questions 
 
To understand values by: 
identifying how they have 
to make their own choices 
in life; explaining how 
their actions affect others, 
showing an 
understanding of the 
term ‘morals’. 
 
What is Jesus like? 
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Year 2 Symbols and 
Actions. Muslim 
Prayer and Worship 
Recognise how and why 
symbols and actions 
express religious 
meaning  
Appreciate some 
similarities between 
communities. 

 
Recall and name 
different beliefs and 
practices including 
worship and ways in 
life in order to find out 
about the meanings 
behind them.  

 
Pupils begin to 
understand what 
prayer, worship and 
reflection means to a 
religious community.  

 

Festivals including 
Christmas  
Recall and name 
different beliefs and 
practices including 
festivals, worship and 
ways in life in order to 
find out about the 
meanings behind them. 
 
Describe some of the 
teachings of Christmas 
and the Christian 
religion.  

 

Prayer, Worship and 
Reflection  
Pupils begin to understand 
what prayer, worship and 
reflection means to a 
religious community.  

 
Listen to and talk with 
people, including leaders 
who belong to a faith 
community, about how 
their commitment affects 
their lives  

 

The Easter Story. 
Shabbat and Passover.  
Recall and name different 
beliefs and practices 
including festivals, worship 
and ways in life in order to 
find out about the 
meanings behind them. 
 
Retell and suggest 
meanings from some sauces 
of wisdom and stories of 
faith and belief, exploring 
and discussing sacred 
writings and sources of 
wisdom recognising the 
traditions from which the 
come (Easter) 
 

 

Justice and 
Fairness  
Human 
responsibility and 
values. 
Respond to stories and 
real life examples of 
how and why people 
show care and concern 
for humanity and the 
world.  
 
Reflect on ideas of 
what is right and 
wrong and consider 
how spiritual and 
moral values influence 
the behaviour and 
choices of themselves 
and of others.  
 

 

Ultimate Questions 
 
Explore a question about 
belonging, meaning and 
truth so that they can 
express their own ideas 
and opinions using 
creative media.  
 

 

Year 3 Marking festivals, 
traditions and key 
events in life  
Marking festivals, 
traditions and key 
events in life 
Contrast religions- 
Christianity and Islam 
Celebrations such as 
Eid and ceremonies 
within different 
religions 

 

Symbolic expression in 
prayer and worship 

Symbolic expression in 
prayer and worship 
Sharing food- the last 
supper, communion 
(Christmas linked) 
The meaning of 
symbols 

 

Belonging to a family 
Challenges 
Religious Leadership 
Belonging to a family, 
challenges and religious 
leadership 
Understanding what 
belonging to a community 
means 
The five pillars in Islam 
Religious leaders and their 
roles 
 

 

Communicating through 
sacred spaces and prayer 
Different ideas about God 
Communicating through 
sacred spaces and prayer/ 
Different Ideas about God 
Comparing places of 
worship 
Key prayers (Qur’an and 
The Lord’s Prayer) 
(visit local church) 
99 names of Allah 
Exploring God and heaven 
through media  
Easter story 

 

Sacred Texts and 

Stories Sacred texts 
and stories 
Exploring Qur’an and 
Bible and who Jesus 
was. 
The impact of 
Pentecost of Christians 

Values and respect 
Reflecting on right and 

wrong Values and respect 
and reflecting on right 
and wrong 
Charities and how justice 
and fairness links within 
Rules to follow within 
communities and morals 
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Year 4 Marking festivals, 
pilgrimage, 
traditions and key 
events in life 
Look at two contrasting 
religions (Hinduism or 
Sikhism and 
Christianity) 
- describe different 
ways and traditions of 
celebrating festivals 
(e.g. Vaisakhi, Diwali) 
- marking important 
events in life.  
- explore the inner 
meaning behind the key 
practices of 
Sikh and Hindu birth 
traditions  
-Why do some people 
make pilgrimage  

 
 

Symbolic expression 
in prayer and 
worship 
Exploration of beliefs 
and practices 
-explain how actions of 
worship are symbolic 
and communicate a 
faith commitment 
beyond words (e.g. food 
and music). 
-explore the 5K’s, the 
Kanda and the 
importance of Sewa for 
Sikhs.  

 

Belonging to a 
community, individual 
commitment and 
religious leadership 
Exploring where we may 
belong   
Discover how religious 
festivals (Easter, Bandi 
Chor Divas) might bring a 
community together to 
expresses its shared 
Commitment. 

 
 

Different ideas about 
God and gods, creation 
and ultimate questions. 
Discuss questions and 
meaning, purpose and 
truth.  
Communicating 
through sacred spaces 
and prayer. 
Investigate the role and 
meaning of places of 
worship. 

 

Sacred texts and 
stories, their 
guidance and 
impact 
Enquiring about what 
is wisdom, where does 
it come from and who 
decides what is wise. 
-investigate how 
psalms, poems, hymns 
and stories are 
interpreted in different 
communities and why 
they affect followers in 
different ways.   
 

Taking responsibility 
for living together, 
values and respect. 
Consider our 
responsibility for the 
world and each other and 
some religious and 
worldview responses eg 
humanists. 
Right, wrong, just and 
fair. 
Look at views about 
justice and fairness 
through the work of 
development charities. 

 

Year 5 Beliefs and practices   Symbols and actions 
Learning what it is like to live as a Christian or Jew 
in Britain today and how religious rituals are 
different depending on your religion. 
Understanding the importance of religious 
artefacts in the Jewish religion. Explore how 
religious faith is communicated through the 
expressive arts.  

Identity, Belonging and Ultimate Questions  
Belonging to a community, individual commitment and 
religious leadership. Expressing what belonging and faith 
means in Christianity and Judaism. Exploring the role of 
prayer, reflection in different religions and worldviews. 
Discussing different ideas about Gods and the creation 
question. 

Sacred Texts, Stories and Sources of 
Wisdom  
Investigating and responding to a range of stories, 
sacred writing and sources of wisdom. 
Understanding how people can live together for the 
wellbeing of all. Considering the guidance of the ten 
commandments, and expressing ideas about right 
and wrong. Evaluating different religious responses 
to justice and fairness. 

 
Year 6 The Origins of 

Buddhism - Beliefs 
and practises/ Symbols 
and Actions/ Identity 
and Belonging 
Explain how religious 
beliefs shape the lives 
of individuals and 
communities.  

Spiritual Diversity 
Explain the practices 
and lifestyles involved 
in belonging to a faith 
community. 
 
Key questions: what are 
the practices in belonging 
to a faith community?  

Ethics and War  
Express their own values 
and remain respectful of 
those with different values 
Recognise and express 
feelings about their 
own identities. Relate these 

Ethics and 
Responsibility  
Express their own values 
and remain respectful of 
those with different values 
Recognise and express 
feelings about their 
own identities. Relate these 

Sacred Texts and 
Stories 
Explain some of the 
different ways 
that individuals show 
their beliefs. 

Inspirational 
Leaders Show an 
understanding of the 
role of a spiritual leader. 
Explain their own ideas 
about the answers 
to ultimate questions.  
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Explain the practices 
and lifestyles involved 
in belonging to a faith 
community. 
Compare and contrast 
the lifestyles of 
different faith groups 
and give reasons why 
some within the same 
faith may adopt 
different lifestyles. 
Key questions: How do 
religious beliefs shape 
lives?  How do the beliefs 
and practices of Buddhism 
vary? 

 

How do different religions 
worship God?  How do 
these beliefs compare to 
my own worldview? 
 
Link to previous module 
on Buddhism.  How do 
these religious worldview 
compare to Buddhism? 

 

to religious beliefs 
or teachings. 
Explain their own ideas 
about the answers 
to ultimate questions.  
Explain why their own 
answers to 
ultimate questions may 
differ from those of others.  
 
Key Question: what is justice?  
How have religious and non-
religious worldviews 
influenced the human rights 
movement?  How have 
religious worldviews 
influenced non-violent protest 
movements? 

to religious beliefs 
or teachings. 
Explain their own ideas 
about the answers 
to ultimate questions.  
Explain why their own 
answers to 
ultimate questions may 
differ from those of others.  

Explain their own ideas 
about the answers 
to ultimate questions.  
Explain why their own 
answers to 
ultimate questions may 
differ from those of 
others.  
 

Explain why their own 
answers to 
ultimate questions may 
differ from those of 
others.  
 


