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 Genres 
Listen and 
Appraise 

Singing and Playing Improvising Composing Performing 

Reception 
(Statements from 

EAD) 

Various Genres 
Classical 

Pop 
Rock 
Funk 

Reggae 

Listen attentively, move 
to and talk about 

music, 
expressing their 

feelings and responses. 

Sing in a group or on their 
own, increasingly matching 
the pitch and following the 

melody 

Explore and engage in music making and dance, performing solo or in groups. 

Year 1 

Hip-Hop 
Reggae 

Mixed Styles 
Bossa Nova 

Pop 
Classical 

To recognise the 
sounds and names of 

some instruments 
To enjoy music by 
dancing or moving 

rhythmically 

Sing 5 songs from memory 
Learn to make different 
sounds with their voices 
Learn to start and stop 

singing following a leader 
Sing notes of different 

pitches 
Play a tuned instrument 

part in a song using up to 5 
notes. 

Learn what improvisation 
is. 

Improvise simple atonal 
rhythms. 

Create a simple 
melody using one, two 

or three notes. 
Write down the notes 
and change them as 

necessary. 

Choose a song they have 
learned and perform it. 

Record their performance 
and say how they feel 

about it. 

Year 2 

Afropop 
Hip-hop 

Rock 
Reggae 

Pop 
Classical 

To know some songs 
have a chorus or a 
call/response part. 
To know that songs 
have a musical style 
To enjoy music by 
dancing or moving 

rhythmically 
To learn how songs can 
tell a story or describe 

an idea. 

Confidently sing 5 songs 
from memory. 

To know that unison is 
everyone singing at the 

same time. 
Include other ways of using 

the voice in songs. 
To learn why we need to 

warm up our voices. 
Play a tuned instrument 

part in a song using up to 5 
notes. 

Play an instrumental part 
in time with a steady pulse. 

Improvise simple melodies 
using two notes. 

Create a simple 
melody using one, 
three or five notes. 

Write down the notes 
and change them as 

necessary. 

Choose a song they have 
learned and perform it. 

Add ideas to a 
performance to make it 

unique. 
Record their performance 

and say how they feel 
about it. 

Year 3 

Violin lessons 
taught by 

Peripatetic 
specialist teacher 
from Herts Music 

Service 
 

Traditional Tunes  
Classical 

Learn to recognise 
simple rhythms played 
to them and transcribe 

them using staff 
notation. 

Learn to look after an 
instrument. 

Learn to play the violin 
pizzicato and arco. 

Learn simple tunes to play 
on the violin. 

Improvise simple melodies 
using two notes on the 

violin. 

Compose a simple 
violin melody. 

Perform as part of a violin 
ensemble. 
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Year 4 

 
Pop 

Mixed styles 
Grime 
Gospel 

Pop 
Classical 

Listen to music and 
discuss the genre, 
lyrics, texture, 

dynamics, tempo, 
rhythm, pitch, 
structure and 

instrumentation. 
Identify and move to 

the pulse. 
Discuss their personal 

reaction to music. 
Use musical vocabulary 

as above. 

Sing in unison and in 
simple two-part songs. 
To explore singing solo. 

Sing with an awareness of 
being ‘in tune’ 

Rejoin the song if lost 
when singing. 

Learn multiple parts to a 
song using different 

instruments. 
To lead a small group of 

instrumental performers, 
taking on the role of a 

conductor. 

To experiment with 
improvising using more 

than two notes. 
To recognise that 

sometimes it is better to use 
fewer notes rather than 

more. 
To know the role of ostinato 
(riff) within improvisation. 

Create a simple 
melody using one, 

three or five notes to 
be performed within 
the context of a song. 
To include dynamics 
in their composition. 

To record their 
composition in an 

appropriate method, 
such as graphic score 

or letter notation. 

To choose what to 
perform and create a 

programme. 
Present a musical 

performance designed to 
capture the audience. 
To talk about the best 

place to be when 
performing and how to 

stand or sit. 
To record their 

performance and say how 
they feel about it. 

Year 5 

Rock 
Jazz 

Pop Ballad 
Hip-hop 
Motown 
Classical 

Listen to music and 
discuss the genre, 

lyrics, texture, 
dynamics, tempo, 

rhythm, pitch, structure 
instrumentation, and 

context. 
To discuss the message 

of songs. 
To compare two songs 

in the same style, 
talking about what 

stands out musically in 
each of them. 

To sing in unison and sing 
backing vocals. 

To explore singing solo. 
To explore rapping. 
To sing aware of the 

meaning of the lyrics. 
To learn a melody for a 
song on an instrument 

using notation. 
To recognise the notes C-C 

on the treble stave. 

To experiment with 
improvising using up to 8 

notes. 
To know that improvising 
the scales given means you 

can’t make a mistake. 
To know three well-known 

improvising musicians. 

Create a simple 
melody using up to 8 

notes in the style of the 
unit song. 

Explain the key or 
home note and the 
structure of their 

melody. 
Record the 

composition using 
staff notation. 

To choose what to 
perform and reate a 

programme. 
To communicate the 

meaning of the word they 
sing through their 

performance. 
To record a performance 

and compare it to a 
previous performance. 

To discuss their 
performance, what went 
well and how it could be 

improved. 

Year 6 

Pop/Neo Soul 
Bacharach, Blues 

Classical, Urban Gospel 
70s pop. 

Mixed styles 
Classical 

Listen to music and 
discuss the genre, 

lyrics, texture, 
dynamics, tempo, 

rhythm, pitch, structure 
instrumentation, and 

context. 
To discuss how these 
features relate to each 

other. 
To discuss how music 

they listen to 
contributes to their 

To sing in unison, harmony 
and sing backing vocals. 

To sing solo or as part of an 
ensemble. 

To experiment with 
different styles of singing, 

including rap. 
To learn a melody for a 
song on an instrument 

using notation. 
To recognise the notes C-C 

on the treble stave. 

To experiment with 
improvising using up to 8 

notes. 
To know that improvising 
the scales given means you 

can’t make a mistake. 
To know three well-known 

improvising musicians. 

Create a simple 
melody using up to 8 

notes in the style of the 
unit song. 

Explain the key or 
home note and the 
structure of their 

melody. 
Record the 

composition using 
staff notation. 

To choose what to 
perform and create a 

programme. 
To communicate the 

meaning of the word they 
sing through their 

performance. 
To record a performance 

and compare it to a 
previous performance. 

To discuss their 
performance, what went 
well and how it could be 
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musical identity. 
 
 

improved. 


