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By reading with your child you are… 

 

• Stimulating imagination  

• Helping develop language skills  

• Helping develop comprehension skills  

• Demonstrating that reading is important  

 



Why is reading important? 

 

 

• It helps children learn about the world in which 
they live  

• Good writing starts with good reading  

• It is a key skill needed to progress in all other 
subjects  

• Children learn how language works  

• Children develop a love of reading  



What make a good reader? 

• Draw on background knowledge as they read 

• Make predictions as they read 

• Visualise the events of a text as they read 

• Recognise confusion as they read 

• Recognise a text’s structure as they read 

• Identify a purpose for reading 

• Monitor their purpose for reading the text 





Where to begin with less confident 
readers… 

Ask them what strategies help them to decode 
Phonics- breaking down the sounds in the word: 

Difficult – diff/i/cult 

Read on and the word might make sense. 

The boy was ridiculously gluttonous as he 
chomped his way through the rich chocolate 
cake. 

Use the pictures on the page for clues. 



Retrieval Questions 

• Retrieval Questions:  

• When you really want cheese on toast, you have 
to go to the fridge and hunt for the cheese.  Well, 
these retrieval questions are similar.  

•   you get hungry (the question) 

•   you go to the fridge (get the information)  

•   you find the cheese (you get the answer) 

 





Main Idea 

• The main idea is the point of the paragraph. It is the most important 
thought about the topic. To figure out the main idea, ask your child this 
question: What is being said about the person, thing, or idea (the topic)? 

• Identify the Topic 
• Read the passage through completely, then try to identify the topic. Who 

or what is the paragraph about? 
• Summarise the Passage 
• After reading the passage through thoroughly, ask your child to summarise 

it in their own words in one sentence that includes the gist of every idea 
from the paragraph. A good way to do this is to pretend they have just ten 
words to tell someone what the passage is about.  

• Look at the First and Last Sentences of the Passage 
• Authors often put the main idea in or near either the first or last sentence 

of the paragraph or article. 
 



Your turn! 



Making predicitons.. 

Predicting is a reading comprehension strategy that 
readers use to anticipate what comes next based 
on clues from the text and by using their prior 
knowledge. 

Predicting is an ongoing process that keeps the 
reader engaged as he or she tries to figure out what 
is coming next by making new predictions. 

Predicting keeps the reader motivated but also tells 
you whether they have understood the text or not. 



Visualising 



Keep Reading! 


